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Colorado College Pulls Out of U.S. News & World Report Annual Rankings 

School believes annual rankings still equate academic quality with institutional wealth and privilege
  
 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – February 27, 2023 – Colorado College announced today it will no longer participate in the U.S. News & World Report’s annual rankings of “Best Colleges,” citing flawed methodology that goes against the academic institution’s values. The college makes this move despite being highly ranked (currently #27 in the U.S. News’ national liberal arts colleges’ rankings).
 
Leadership at Colorado College believe the annual rankings equate academic quality with institutional wealth and privilege. In addition, the digital media company places high school rank and standardized test scores as the pinnacles of academic quality, creating perverse incentives for schools to provide “merit” aid at the expense of need-based aid. Colorado College is one of only 75 higher education institutions (the only one in Colorado) to meet full demonstrated need.  
Colorado College also believes U.S. News & World Report’s methodology hinders social mobility by weighing the proportion of students with debt and the total amount of debt at graduation, creating incentives to admit wealthy students who can attend without incurring debt. 
Colorado College President L. Song Richardson, herself a Harvard undergrad and Yale Law School graduate as well as a dedicated educator, lawyer, and expert on implicit racial and gender bias, said CC cannot reconcile its values with these metrics. 

“We want prospective students to choose a liberal arts school based on criteria that the rankings do not measure: analytical reasoning, creative problem-solving, critical thinking, comfort with failure and ambiguity, making meaning of the world and one’s place in it, exploring new ideas, and fostering creativity and innovation. The students who choose to enroll at Colorado College want to learn in a highly immersive curriculum; want deep, authentic collaboration in small-learning communities; and want to participate as partners in the learning process with peers and professors alike through our highly innovative Block Plan,” Richardson said.  Colorado College was the first school to move from a semester system to the Block Plan in 1970 and it will continue to admit students who will thrive in the school’s distinctive learning environment.

The college has the support of its board of trustees, faculty, staff, students, parents, and alumni, based on the results of a recent survey polling the groups about the decision. The school believes rankings cannot measure the impact of the Colorado College educational experience, which is unique and the first of its kind, featuring the Block Plan. The school will continue to share dashboards on its website with metrics such as graduation and retention rates, diversity, and post-graduate success, among other things, that it considers important.
 
“Pulling out of U.S. News & World Report demonstrates in concrete steps our commitment to antiracism, equity, and inclusion, and it better aligns our institutional values to our actions,” said Pedro de Araujo, dean of the college. “I am proud of Colorado College and our community for this courageous decision. At CC, we have a history of taking bold actions and inspiring students, faculty, and staff to think differently. I hope we inspire other higher education institutions to do the same.” 
 
Colorado College will focus its efforts on becoming a leader in educational access, opportunity, social mobility, and student transformation. 
 
“Taking the courageous step away from U.S. News & World Report is part and parcel of leaning into our values, vision, and mission; and our commitment to moving forward with integrity and in a manner consistent with our aspirations for the future of CC,” said Richardson. “We will find ways to be transparent with the metrics that we believe are important and to share them publicly so that prospective students and their families can make decisions about whether CC is right for them without relying on U.S. News & World Report.” 
 
Colorado College Board of Trustees Chair and Alumnus Jeff Keller added, “Colorado College will continue to make decisions based on what we believe will best serve our students and be transparent in that process.  We trust that those students and their families seeking the remarkable education Colorado College delivers will be even better served going forward.” 
 
About Colorado College 
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. In 1970 the college created the Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,300 undergraduate students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. A Master of Arts in teaching degree also is offered.  Creativity & Innovation, The Arts at CC – which also encompasses the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College – and the college’s antiracism commitment are among key initiatives. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu 
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